Grace Community Presbyterian Church
May 22, 2022

Thought for Meditation:
Weak and wounded sinner, Lost and left to die,
O raise your head for Love is passin' by.
Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus and live.
“Come to Jesus,” Chris Rice
Prelude

Amazing Grace

Welcome and Announcements

Doug Marshall

Call To Worship
Colossians 1:15-16
L: Jesus is the image of the invisible God.
P: He the firstborn of all creation.
L: By Jesus all things were created: things visible and invisible.
P: Jesus is fairer; Jesus is purer than all creation.
L: Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
P: Glory and honor, praise and adoration, be to Jesus!
L: Let us worship Jesus, now and forever more!
* Hymn of Praise

Haan

Fairest Lord Jesus

Ben Edwards

#87

Prayer of Confession
O Jesus, we confess to you that we are too comfortable and complacent. We are too willing to accept our
imperfections rather than striving to become the people you want us to be. We have been satisfied with
“good enough” rather than continuing to grow in our faith and in our salvation. We have not lived as your
chosen people and as a holy priesthood, called to glorify you in all we do.
Lord, forgive us. Work in our lives to help us become the people we are through your grace. Use us to
bring you all praise and honor and glory…
Silent Prayer of Confession.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Colossians 1:19-20
L: God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ;
P: Through Christ God is reconciled to all of creation.
L: Through Jesus blood, shed on the cross, we have peace with God.
P: Jesus died for our sins.
L: Friends, believe the good news of Jesus Christ:
P: We are forgiven!
All: Alleluia! Amen.
* Passing of the Peace
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.
Please pass the peace of Christ to your neighbors in the pews and introduce yourself to those you do not
know.
* Glory Be To The Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

#813

Special Music

I Will Serve the Lord All My Days (Besig)

Scripture

1 Peter 2:1-10 (Page 1058)

Sermon

Grow Into Salvation

* Hymn of Response

I Surrender All

Chancel Choir

#596

*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended to heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
Ordination and Installation

See Insert

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Call for Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

A Mighty Fortress

* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Walther
#166

* Prayer of Dedication
* Hymn of Dedication

We Are Called to be God’s People

#415

* Charge and Benediction
* Congregational Response
I Surrender All (refrain)
I surrender all, I surrender all.
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.

#596

* Postlude

Varner

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

*PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE

Welcome to Grace Community Presbyterian Church this morning. The greeters today are Cathy
Vitari, Ann Bayruns and Paul & Judy Sulitz
Please join us for Coffee Fellowship in Cana Hall after worship today. Your hosts(s) will be…..
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: The Items for May are TOOTHBRUSHES AND COLORING BOOKS.
Toothpaste is no longer collected for OCC Shoeboxes
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOST(S) AND GREEETERS NEEDED FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE: Don’t forget to
sign up to volunteer to be a coffee fellowship host and/or a greeter. Sign-up sheets on the bulletin
board by the office. Thanks in advance.

TODAY’S MUSIC: Few hymns will ever achieve the importance of "A Mighty Fortress" (today’s offertory). Not
only is it a truly great hymn, it has an inestimable cultural significance because of its author and his era. Martin
Luther was broadly talented and well able to launch a great musical tradition, even though this was hardly his
main area of work. As a translation, “a mighty fortress” is actually a little weak. A more precise translation of
Ein’ Feste Burg is “a secure, immovable fortress.” Luther’s song drew its inspiration from Psalm 46 - “God is
our refuge and strength” – but it can hardly be called a paraphrase of the psalm. The common denominator of
the two is their description of God’s protection of His people.
And what is it we need protection from? Luther’s particular focus is “our ancient foe” (Luther’s original is
“evil fiend”), “the Prince of Darkness grim.” In terms of strength, we cannot compete with Satan. “Did we in
our own strength confide, our striving would be losing.” But God Himself is our strong and never-failing
fortress. Further, Christians have “the right Man” on our side – the Lord Jesus Christ. (Some translators believe
“right man” would be more correctly translated “righteous man.”) And this “right man” promised that “He
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world”
The composer of today’s offertory was Johann Gottfried Walther, second cousin of J.S. Bach. His life was
almost exactly contemporaneous to that of his famous cousin. Walther was a German music theorist, organist,
composer, and lexicographer. He was most well known as the compiler of the Musicalisches Lexicon (published
in 1732), an enormous dictionary of music and musicians. Not only was it the first dictionary of musical terms
written in the German language, it was the first to contain both terms and biographical information about
composers and performers up to the early 18th century. In all, the Musicalisches Lexicon defines more than
3,000 musical terms; Walther evidently drew on more than 250 separate sources in compiling it, including
theoretical treatises of the early Baroque and Renaissance. This was a tremendous feat in the days before
internet searches and public libraries.
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Ordination & Installation: Elders & Deacons
Invitation
Installed as deacons: Gary Barbiaux, Debbie Roskey
Ordained & installed as deacons: Elsie Deem, LaVonne Pelisari, Shirley Wilson
Installed as elders: John Napierski, Sharon Rupert
Ordained & installed as elders: Reitha Bieranoski, Ben Edwards
Introductory Words
Questions to Candidates
a) Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and head of the Church,
and through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
I Do.

b) Do you accept the scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word to
you?
I Do.

c) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in
the confessions of our Church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to
believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people
of God?
I Do and I Will.

d) Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture and be
continually guided by our confessions?

I Will.

e) Will you be governed by our Church's polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a
friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God's
Word and Spirit?
I Will.
f) Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for
the reconciliation of the world?
I Will.

g) Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the Church?

I Do.

h) Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love

I Will.

i) (Elders) Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship,
nurture, and service? Will you share in the government and discipline, serving in the councils of
the Church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
I Will.

j) (Deacons) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the
people’s help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love
and justice of Jesus Christ.
I Will.

Questions to the Congregation:
1) Do we, the members of the church, accept these persons as ruling elders and deacons, chosen
by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
I Do.
2) Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as
they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?
I Do.
Prayer of Installation
Charge To Elders & Deacons
Welcome

f) Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for
the reconciliation of the world?

g) Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the Church?
h) Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?

I Will.
I Do.
I Will

i) (Elders) Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship,
nurture, and service? Will you share in the government and discipline, serving in the councils of
the Church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
I Will.

j) (Deacons) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the
people’s help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love
and justice of Jesus Christ.
I Will.
Questions to the Congregation:
1) Do we, the members of the church, accept these persons as ruling elders and deacons, chosen
by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
I Do.
2) Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as
they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?
I Do.
Prayer of Installation
Charge To Elders & Deacons
Welcome

