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Thought for Meditation:
When I arrive at heaven’s gate, my “self” is not discarded but transformed. My history is not
dissolved into nothingness but is taken up (integrated) into the history of God’s covenant. Jan Lochman
Prelude

Festival Prelude on “Llanfair”

Krapf/Travis

Welcome and Announcements

Doug Marshall

* Call To Worship
Psalm 9:1-2
L: I will praise you, O LORD with all my heart;
P: I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
L: I will be glad and rejoice in you;
P: I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
L: Praise the Lord!
P: Praise the name of the Lord!
* Hymn of Praise

Henry Kedzierski

Praise Him! Praise Him!

#12

Prayer of Confession
Psalm 130:1-6
L: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
P: Lord, hear my voice!
L: Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy!
P: If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
L: But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
P: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
L: My soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning.
Silent Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
Psalm 130:7-8
L: O Israel, hope in the LORD,
P: With the LORD there is unfailing love, and the power to redeem.
L: It is God who will redeem Israel from all their sins.
P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
ALL: Alleluia! Praise the Lord!
* Passing of the Peace
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.
P: And also with you.
Please pass the peace of Christ to your neighbors in the pews and introduce yourself to those you do
not know.
* Glory Be To The Father
First Scripture Lesson
Duet

#813
John 20:24-31 (Page 945)

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Wendy Aurednik/ Aubrie Newcomb

Second Scripture Lesson

1 Corinthians 15:35-44 (Page 1002)

Sermon

I Believe… the Resurrection of the Body

*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended to heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
* Hymn of Response

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

#367

Alleluias

Lau

Call for Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

#166

* Prayer of Dedication
* Hymn of Preparation

Break Thou the Bread of Life (v1, 5)

#413

America, the Beautiful (v1-3)

#799

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
* Hymn of Dedication
* Charge and Benediction
* Congregational Response
America, the Beautiful (v4)
O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown they good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!

#799

* Postlude

Paine

Fugue on Star-Spangled Banner

*PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE

Welcome to Grace Community Presbyterian Church this morning. Kitty Berkey is your greeter today. Please
join us for Coffee Fellowship in Cana Hall after worship today. Your host will be Stephanie Tutka.
Thank you to those that signed up to volunteer for July’s Sunday
Coffee Fellowship.
Greeter volunteers for the month of July are needed.

New Member Class: July 24 @ 11:30 – 2:00 PM
If you are interested in becoming a member of Grace Church, you are invited to join
Pastor Doug as we look at what it means to be a Christian, at what the Presbyterian
Church is all about, and what it means to be a member of the church. Lunch will be
provided. If you will need childcare, please let us know. Please call the office @ 724-3399661 or sign-up on the sheet in the narthex.

TODAY’S MUSIC: “I never set out to take the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’ and add something to it—anybody would

be crazy to do that! It’s only the greatest song ever written.” Instead, Chris Tomlin recounts an encounter with
a friend who told him about a movie, called Amazing Grace, being made about William Wilberforce. His friend
mentioned that the producers of the film were wondering if Tomlin would be willing to “do something” with
the hymn of the same name.
After briefly recounting Wilberforce’s work toward abolishing the slave trade in Europe, Tomlin
explains the life of Wilberforce’s mentor, John Newton, who wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace” after his
conversion and abandonment of his career as a slave trader. While pondering the proposal, Tomlin read about
the history of John Newton and reflected on the depth of the lyrics in their context of slavery. Out of this
reflection, the “words just started flowing one night—my chains are gone, I’ve been set free, my God, my
Savior, has ransomed me—” He continues reciting the lyrics:
‘and like a flood, his mercy reigns. Unending love, Amazing Grace.’ And so I wrote that little refrain,
and started singing it out to the hymn, never thinking it was going to do anything!
“I count it an incredible privilege to be in a long line of people who’ve sung this song,” delightedly explaining
that he is by no means the first person to modify the hymn. In fact, the final stanza was not even written by
Newton, but was added by E. O. Excell 100 years after the hymn was originally written.
Consider another aspect of this arrangement that often goes unnoticed. Tomlin, like the historical muse
for “My Chains Are Gone,” John Newton, is deeply influenced by Calvinist theology. One of the hallmarks of
Tomlin’s lyrical offerings has been an unwavering confidence in the absolute sovereignty of God. It should be,
therefore, unsurprising that Tomlin concludes his rendition with Newton’s original final stanza instead of the
hopeful and optimistic celebration of eternal bliss in E. O. Excell’s addition:
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forebear to shine
But God who called me here below
Shall be forever mine.
The tune Llanfair (the basis for today’s prelude) is usually attributed to Welsh singer Robert Williams (17811821). Williams lived on the island of Anglesey. A basket weaver with great innate musical ability, Williams,
who was blind, could write out a tune after hearing it just once. He sang hymns at public occasions and was a
composer of hymn tunes. The tune Llanfair is used for several different hymns, including “Praise the Lord, His
Glories Show” and “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today.”
Our offertory, ”Alleluias,” combines two resurrection hymns - “The Strife Is O’er” with the German Easter
hymn ”Christ Is Arisen.” “The Strife Is O’er” pictures the death of Christ as the final battle with the powers of
evil. But Christ’s resurrection marks the decisive account of this battle: Christ is the victor!
The strife is o’er, the battle done; The victory of life is won;
The song of triumph has begun: Alleluia!
Christ is arisen from the grave’s dark prison.
So let our joy rise full and free; Christ our comfort true will be.
Alleluia!
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